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Dear Sir/Madame,

Please find enclosed the WHO responze to the Africa Fighting Malaria Occasionsl Paper on
WHOPES and lis Impact on Long-lasting Insecticidal Net Availability, published by Philip Coticelli on 23
April 2007. WHO is of the opinion that the conclusions and recommendations made by Coticelli are
incorrect and could have serious negalive repercussions on public health. For this reason, we trust you
will have the courtesy to publish our rejoinder.

With best regards.

Your sincerely,

Doty S

Dr Lorenzo Saviali

Director

Department of Control of Negiected Tropical
Digseases

cc: Mr Philip Coticelli, Africa Fighting Malaria
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In response to the Africa Fighting Malaria Occasional Paper on WHOPES and Its
Impact on Long-lasting Insecticidal Net Availability, published by Philip Coticelli on 23
April 2007," the World Health Organization (WHQ) should like to point out that this
article neither accurately reflects the purpose and objectives of the WHO Pesticide
Evaluation Scheme (WHOPES) nor the procedures followed by the Scheme.

Coticelli's Executive Summary:

1. states that, between 2001 and 2006, WHOPES recommended two long-
lasting insecticidal mosquito net (LN) products;

2. concludes that WHOPES data collection and review could take six months
but that, in practice, due to systemic delays, it will have taken recent
applicants two years on average to receive interim recommendations; and

3. recommends that the Roll Back Malaria partnership should immediately
revise its policy of procuring WHOPES-recommended LNs.

The statements referred under 1 and 2 are incorrect and misleading. WHO is of the
opinion that the recommendation made by Coticelli on the basis of these incorrect
and misleading statements could have serious negative repercussions on public
health.

WHOPES is the only international programme that coordinates independent testing
and evaluation of pesticides for public health use. The Scheme (established by WHO
in 1960) functions in close collaboration with national disease and pest control
programmes, national pesticide registration authorities, several intemational and
regional organizations and institutions concerned with pesticide management,
legislation and regulation, research institutions and industry.

Currently, the Scheme comprises a four-phase evaluation and testing programme
that studies the safety, efficacy and operational acceptability of public health
pesticides. In addition, WHO develops specifications for the quality control of
pesticides through WHOPES. WHOPES also collects, consolidates, evaluates and
disseminates information on the wuse of public health pesticides. WHO
recommendations issued as part of the Scheme aim to facilitate the registration and
use by WHO Member States of quality-assured public health pesticides®.

The WHOPES evaluation, including for (LNs),** follows published guidelines and
procedures that have been developed in consultation with WHO Collaborating
Centres, research institutions and the pesticide industry.

Industry participates in the testing and evaluation of public health pesticides by
WHOPES on a voluntary basis. The WHOPES plans, requirements and timelines for
the full testing and evaluation of a pesticide product is planned and agreed upon by
the manufacturer, following the review of the data-package submitted by industry in
support of their product.

! Available at http:/fwww fightingmalaria.org/pdfs/AFM_WHOPES_LLN.pdf

2 hitp:/fwww.who.int'whopesfen/

* Guidelines for laboratory and field testing of long-lasting insecticidal mosquito nets. Geneva,
World Health Organization, 2005 (WHO/CDS/MWHOPES/GCDPP/2005.11; available at
http:/iwhqglibdoc.who.int/hg/2005/MWHO_CDS_WHOPES_GCDPP_2005.11.pdf).

* Report of the meeting on the development of guidelines for testing and evaluation of long-
lasting insecticidal mosquito nets, WHO/MQ, Geneva 4—7 April 2005
(WHO/CDS/MWHOPES/GCDFP/2005.14; available at
http:ffwhqlibdoc.who.inthg/2005/AMHO_CDS_WHOPES_GCDPP_2005.14.pdf).






