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OVERARCHING MESSAGE

Malaria is a preventable and treatable infectious disease transmitted by mosquitoes that needlessly kills millions each year.  

· MESSAGE 1 – PREVALENCE/BURDEN OF DISEASE

· Malaria is a global emergency affecting mostly poor women and children ( one of whom dies every 30 seconds, in Africa, Asia, and Latin America ( that perpetuates a vicious cycle of poverty in the developing world.

· Malaria is the leading cause of death for children under five in sub-Saharan Africa
· More than 1 million of the 300-500 million cases of malaria each year results in death
· Pregnant women and their unborn children are particularly vulnerable 
· Malaria-related illness and mortality costs Africa’s economy $12 billion per year
· MESSAGE 2 – PREVENTION AND TREATMENT
· The good news is that malaria is both preventable and treatable using four types of relatively low-cost interventions. The mix of tools currently used to address the problem are:

· Indoor Residual Spraying (IRS)
· Long-Lasting Insecticide-Treated Nets (LLIN)

· Artemisinin-based Combination Therapies (ACTs)
· Intermittent Preventative Therapy (IPT) for pregnant women
· A key challenge is to ensure that these tools are available and appropriately used at the community level in endemic countries. When we do this, we can demonstrate a measurable impact.  

· This goal can be achieved and is a good investment  

· Children do not have to die 

· Effectively controlling malaria has the added benefit of: 

· Improving health infrastructure to better serve a variety of community health needs
· Empowering communities to prevent and treat malaria
· Boosting local economies as people and communities become more productive
· MESSAGE 3 – GLOBAL NEED

· We need a commitment to fully fund malaria control programs in endemic countries, as well as research into new approaches.  

· Malaria is preventable and treatable using existing tools and interventions 
· Research can address emerging issues, such as resistance
· You can be part of a global effort that will save the lives of millions of poor women and children and reduce poverty. 
